
 

 

MUSIC Vocabulary Progression Year 1 – Year 6 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 

General Terms:  
Ta, Titi, Toe 
& TikaTika 
 
Do, Re, Mi, Fa, So, 
La & Ti 

 
Instruments: 

Tambourine 
Rhythm Stick 
Egg Shakers 
Boomwhackers 

Music Elements: 

Tempo 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Rhythm 
Beat 

 
Notation: 

Music notes 

 
Instruments: 

Glockenspiel 

Music Elements: 

Tempo 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Rhythm 
Beat 
 
General Terms: 
March 
Waltz 
Hymn 
Carol 
 

Notation: 

Quaver 

Crotchet 

Minim 

Semibreve 

Treble Clef 
 
Instruments: 

Steel Pans 

Music Elements: 

Tempo 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Rhythm 
Beat 
 
General Terms:  

African music 
Indian music 
 

 
  Notation: 

Rest 
Bass Clef 

 
Instruments: 

Djembe 
Gamelan 

Music Elements: 

Tempo 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Rhythm 
Beat 
 
General Terms:  

Music history 
Genre 

  Modern 
12 bar blues 

 
Genres: 

Ragtime 
Blues 
Jazz 
Swing 
 
 

Instruments: 

Saxophone 

Music Elements: 

Tempo 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Rhythm 
Beat 

 
General Terms:  

Aural/by ear 

 
Genres: 

Rap 
Hip-hop 
Drum ‘n’ Bass 
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Sp
ri

n
g 

Music Elements: 

Tempo 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Rhythm 
Beat 

 
Instruments: 

Piano 
Drums 

General Terms:  

Pentatonic / 5 
notes 
Orchestra 
Strings 
Woodwind 
Brass 
Percussion 
 
Instruments: 

Violin 
Flute 
Trumpet 
Drum 
 
Appraising music: 

Sad 
Happy 
Scary 
Lively 
Loud 
Quiet 
Fast 
Slow 
Jumpy 
Smooth  

General Terms:  

Classical music 
Opera 
Singer 

 
 Instruments: 

Harpsichord 
Organ 

 
Composers: 

BEETHOVEN 
MOZART 

General Terms:  

Lyrics 
Traditional 
Count 
Timing 
 
Genres: 

Folk music 
Country music 

 
Instruments: 

Fiddle 
Recorder 
Guitar 
Accordion 
Banjo 
Gamelan 
Gong 

General Terms:  

Band 
Riff 
 
Genres: 

Rock’n’Roll 
Disco 
Soul 
 

Instruments: 

Electric guitar 
 

Composers: 

ELVIS PRESLEY 

General Terms:  

Technology 
Producer 
Loop 
Ensemble 
 

Instruments: 

Drum pad 
machine 

 



 

 

SUBJECT NAME Vocabulary Progression Year 1 – Year 6 
 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 

Appraising music: 

Sad 
Happy 
Scary 
Lively 

 
Instruments: 

Rhythm sticks 

 

 

 

General Terms:  

White keys 
Black keys 
Dog house 
Grandma’s house 

 
Instruments: 

Keyboards 
Piano 

General Terms:  

Composition 
Compose 
Caribbean 
Trinidad & Tobago 
Windrush 
Call & Response 

 
 

Genres: 

Calypso 

 
Instruments: 

Tenor 
Double seconds 
Cello 
Guitar 
Bass 

General Terms:  

Keyboard voices 
Volume 
Classical music 
Orchestra 
Choir 
 
Notation: 

Sharp 
Flat 

General Terms:  

Singer 

Microphone 

Boyband 

Garage band 

Music 
technology 
 
Genres: 

Rock 

Pop 

General Terms:  

Round 
Harmony 
Partner song 
Vocal chords 
Diaphragm 
Breathing 
technique 
Melody 
Accompanime
nt  
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